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CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 4824 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GLS 

TAGS: PBOR, POHGPN BG, IN 

SUBJ: ADMIRAL KHAN ON FARAKKA 

REF: DACCA 4493 

1 . ADMIRAL H.H. KHAN. CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF AND DEPUTY 
CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR. SPEAKING TO AN AIRPORT 
PRESS CONFERENCE PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE AS THE HEAD OF 
THE BANGLADESH DELEGATION TO THE NAIROBI CONFERENCE ON 
DESERTIFICATION, DECLARED THAT BECAUSE OF THE WITH- 
DRAWAL OF GANGES WATERS AT FARAKKA, THE SOUTHWESTERN PART 
OF BANGLADESH WAS ' VERY SAD" AND. WITHOUT ITS HISTORICAL 
FLOW OF WATER, THE REGION "WILL BECOME A DESERT." 

SPEAKING AT LENGTH ON THE FARAKKA QUESTION, KHAN ALLOWED 
THAT HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND INDIAN DEFENSE MINISTER 
JAGJIVAN RAM'S RECENT REFERENCE TO A PACKAGE DEAL. "THERE 
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IS ONE PROBLEM AND ONE SOLUTION." HE ANNOUNCED, "THE 
SOLUTION IS IN THE EQUITABLE SHARING OF THE GANGES WATER." 


2. KHAN ALSO EMPHASIZED THAT IN THE ABSENCE OF AN INTER- 
NATIONAL CODE OF CONDUCT ON SURFACE WATER CONTROL, "ANARCHY, 
DISPUTE AND DISHARMONY" WILL DISRUPT RELATIONS AMONG 
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NATIONS. DECLARING THAT "WATER WAS A GIFT FROM GOD AND NO 
ONE CAN BE DEPRIVED OF HIS SHARE," KHAN CALLED ON ALL 
MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO CO-OPERATE IN FRAMING AN 
INTERNATIONAL LAW ON THE NON-NAVIGATIONAL USE OF WATER. 

3. ECHOING KHAN, THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER AND AT LEAST ONE 
BENGALI NEWSPAPER 

PRINTED EDITORIALS ON THE DIRE EFFECTS 

FOR BANGLADESH OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF GANGES WATER. 

THE OBSERVER, CALLING FOR A PERMANENT SOLUTION TO THE 
PROBLEM.LABELED RAM'S STATEMENT "ABSOLUTELY MISLEADING 
AND CONTRADICTORY TO THE ESTABLISHED REALITIES THAT THERE 

CAN NEVER BE ANY DEAL WITH THE VITAL INTERESTS OF THE 
NATION AND SO MANY PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH." 

4. COMMENT: KHAN'S LINKING 

OF THE FARAKKA ISSUE WITH THE 
WORLD-WIDE CONFERENCE FOR 
DESERTIFICATION SEEMS A PARTICULARLY 

DISINGENUOUS MOVE, SINCE FEW OBSERVERS SERIOUSLY WORRY THAT LRTS# 

OF BANGLADESH ARE IN DANGER OF BECOMING A 
DESERT. HIS BRASH REMARKS. MOREOVER. ABOUT NOT "UNDER- 
STANDING" RAM'S REFERENCE TO A "PACKAGE DEAL" ARE HARDLY 
LIKELY TO ENHANCE THE FARAKKA NEGOTIATIONS. SCHEDULED TO RESUME 
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IN NEW DELHI AFTER THE MUSLIM HOLY MONTH OF RAMADAN. 

ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCES, NO ONE HERE IS QUITE CLEAR AS TO 
JAGJIVAN'S MEANING AND KHAN, THEREFORE, SEEMS TO BE COM- 
PLAINING BEFORE HE KNOWS WHAT TO COMPLAIN ABOUT. 

MASTERS 
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